CSD 16 Principal Spotlight

Lena Gates
Principal Bio
Lena Scarborough Gates is an educator and Principal of The Dr. Ronald
E. McNair/Public School 5 located in Bedford Stuyvesant Brooklyn 5.
Her care for and passion for educating children and adults also extends
into the community.
Lena is a member of the Adelaide Sanford Institute, which serves as a
clearinghouse for the best practices as they relate to the holistic
education of students of African American descent and to provide a
collegial framework for the sharing of culturally responsive and
exemplary pedagogy, programs and schools that have produced high
achievement among students of color.

Hopes for Leadership Collaborative Pilot
My hope for this collaboration is to gain theoretical information about the
approaches that are demanded for school leader’s success.
The
collaboration will strengthen the courageous leaders serving students
and adults with whom they work. Action-oriented, reflective and
confident school leaders be validated through the collaboration.

Leadership Strengths
The idea that schools can isolate themselves and their students from the
community has been discredited. To improve schools so that they are
able to handle the challenges that we face academically, the community
has to become a resource to the schools. The leadership strength
identified is my ability to connect with the community and provide
partnerships to assist the students, teachers and parents. As we move
into the next century, the improvement of our schools will have to rely on
closer connections with our communities, teachers, and families.
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CSD 16 Principal Spotlight
Signature Themes – StrengthsFinder 2.0
1. Futuristic
2. Strategic
3. Restorative
4. Self-Assurance
5. Focus

PS 5/ Dr. Ronald E. McNair School
School Description

The Dr. Ronald E. McNair School affirms as its central mission that every
child has the right to a quality education in a safe and secure
environment which reflects high expectations and high academic
standards; that “literacy” is the first and most essential goal; and that
every child can, and will succeed in ways that mirror his or her aptitudes
interests and culture. We wish to further indicate that P.S. 5 and its
community will focus upon the attainment of the highest levels of
academic achievement, interpersonal development, self-actualization and
cultural awareness to ensure that each child will become a contributing
member of his or her community, our nation, and the world of the 21st
century.
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