
Sarah%Benis%Scheier,Dolberg%
Praxis'Research'&'Consulting'

 
 
An Introduction to Project Based Learning  
 
Setting the Standard for Project Based Learning:  
A Proven Approach to Rigorous Classroom Instruction 
John Larmer, John Mergendoller, and Suzie Boss 
 
 

Book Excerpts 
 
“Project based learning (PBL) is not a new instructional approach, but … current 
concerns with college and career readiness, and the performance-based emphases of 
the Common Core State Standards, have caused educators to take another look at 
project based learning and recognize its ability to not only help students develop deep 
content understanding, but also to help students learn and practice the skills they will 
need for college, career, and life success” (p. ix). 
 
 
“PBL makes school more engaging for students… In PBL, students are active, not passive: a project 
engages their hearts and minds, and provides real-world relevance for their learning” (p. 156). 
 
 
“PBL provides opportunities for students to use technology. Modern 
technology—which students use so much in their lives—is a perfect fit 
with PBL. With technology, teachers and students can connect with 
experts, partners, and audiences around the world, and find resources 
and information, create products, and collaborate more effectively” 
(p. 156). 
 
 
“PBL helps address standards. The Common Core and other present-day standards emphasize real-
world application of knowledge and skills, and the development of 21st century success skills such 
as critical thinking, communication in a variety of media, speaking and presentation skills, and 
collaboration and others. PBL is an effective way to meet these goals” (p. 156). 
 
 
“PBL connects students and schools with communities and the real world. Projects 
provide students with empowering opportunities to make a difference in their communities 
and the wider world, b solving real problems and addressing real issues. Students learn 
how to interact with adults and organizations, are exposed to workplaces and adult jobs, 
and can develop potential career interests. Parents and community members can be 
involved in projects” (p. 157). 
 


























